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Since 1996 the Journal of Automata, Languages, and Combinatorics is published
by the Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg. However, in the last years, the
situation at the university of Magdeburg has essentially changed. On the one hand,
since my retirement there is nobody in the Faculty of Computer Science of the Otto
von Guericke University Magdeburg, who works in one of the fields mentioned in the
title of the journal. On the other hand, the printing facilities got fundamentally worse
since the printers of the university were sifted out. Thus we finish the edition and
publishing of the Journal of Automata, Languages, and Combinatorics by the Otto
von Guericke University Magdeburg under my direction with this volume/issue in
2015.

I thank all members of the advisory board

Véronique Bruyere (Mons, Belgium), Karel Culik IT (Columbia, USA),

Manfred Droste (Leipzig, Germany), Paul Gastin (Cachan, France),

Dung T. Huynh (Richardson, USA), Masami Ito (Kyoto, Japan),

Juhani Karhumaéki (Turku, Finland), Hans-Jorg Kreowski (Bremen, Germany),
Werner Kuich (Vienna, Austria), Michel Latteux (Lille, France),

Mehryar Mohri (New York, USA), Gheorghe Paun (Bucharest, Romania),
Przemyslaw Prusinkiewicz (Calgary, Canada), Antonio Restivo (Palermo, Italy),
Grzegorz Rozenberg (Leiden, The Netherlands), Huei-Jan Shyr (Taichung, Taiwan),
Ludwig Staiger (Halle/Saale, Germany), Peter H. Starke (Berlin, Germany),

Derick Wood (HongKong, China).

By their reviews, edition of papers, etc., the members of the Advisory Board en-
sured in decisive manner that the Journal of Automata, Languages, and Combina-
torics was an important journal of high standard in the fields of Theoretical Computer
Science mentioned in the title during the last 20 years.

For the edition of special issues/volumes which contained selected papers of distin-
guished conferences or papers dedicated to outstanding researches, my thanks go to
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Siva Anantharaman (Orléans, France), Véronique Bruyeére (Mons, Belgium),
Diane Donovan (Queensland, Australia), Manfred Droste (Leipzig, Germany),
Paul Gastin (Cachan, France), Gaétan Hains (Orléans, France),

Jan Holub (Prague, Czech Republic), Costas Hliopoulos (London, Great Britain),
Helmut Jiirgensen (London, Canada and Potsdam, Germany),

Alica Kelemenova (Opava, Czech Republic), Jozef Kelemen (Opava, Czech Republic),
Martin Kutrib (Gieflen, Germany), Andreas Malcher (GieBen, Germany),

Nelma Moreira (Porto, Portugal), John Mullins (Montreal, Canada),

Mario J. Péréz-Jimenez (Sevilla, Spain), Giovanni Pighizzini (Milano, Ttaly),
Mirka Miller (Newcastle, Great Britain), Gheorghe Paun (Bucharest, Romania),
Bernd Reichel (Magdeburg, Germany), Rogério Reis (Porto, Portugal),

Michael Rusinovitch (Nancy, France), Bianca Truthe (Magdeburg, Germany),
Heiko Vogler (Dresden, Germany), Detlef Wotschke (Frankfurt, Germany)

I am very grateful to all the reviewers which we had in the last 20 years. By their
careful work, the authors were able to improve the contents and the presentation of
their papers (from the corrections of typos to revision in large extend). The work of
the referees is responsible for the high quality of the published papers.

Finally, I thank all scientists and researchers who contributed by their papers to the
success of the Journal of Automata, Languages, and Combinatorics. We had authors
from all continents and at least 35 countries.

I am grateful to Bernd Reichel and Bianca Truthe for the very careful editorial
work.

My thanks go the printers of the Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg and
Meiling Druck Haldensleben for printing pages and covers of the journal.

Within the Working Group Automata and Formal Languages of the German So-
ciety of Computer Science it was discussed to ensure that the Journal of Automata,
Languages, and Combinatorics will also appear in the following yours. It is planned
that the journal will be published by the Justus Liebig University in Gieflen.

Jirgen Dassow (Magdeburg) January 2016
Editor-in-Chief



